Ernest Hemingway s
The Sun Also Rises

TTHRNEST HEMINGWAY'S first novel, The Sun Also Rises',
|H has been generally heralded as the definitive account of a war-
A-jwearied lost generation. In the light of this interpretation it is
interesting to note that this novel was published in 1927, and that
the time of its action is 1925. For these years fall within the most
hopeful period of the post-Versailles world.
At that time there were many signs (at least in the eyes of super-
ficial observers) to suggest that the world was returning to normalcy.
After 1923, European capitalism seemed to have been restabilized,
following the shocks of war, revolution, and dangers of revolution.
At least to some, Germany looked like a going concern: the Weimar
Republic was considered firmly secure. Hope was being revived in
cartels as the means of achieving peaceable allocation of markets and
equitable access to sources of raw materials. The epoch of dis-
armament talks, peace pacts, peace conferences had begun. America
was in the full sweep of a tremendous economic boom, leading many
to believe that the United States were paving the way toward a
new era of unprecedented world prosperity.
It may seem paradoxical that in such a period a novel of war
disillusionment, nihilistic in outlook, should have become an inter-
national success.
However, this paradox is only superficial. With signs of a return
to world prosperity there were growing evidences of pacifism. In
particular, the youth which had been too young to have been in the
trenches was deeply pacifistic. Disillusionment with the war was
more or less accepted. In addition, a rerexamination of the char-
acter of disillusionment portrayed in The Sun Also Pises suggests
that this mood had become a way of feeling and acting; in fact, a
social habit. By 1925 those who had been morally unhinged or
physically maimed during the war had had a number of years in
which to make some kind of adjustment to the postwar world. The
period of the first difficult readjustment had passed. Such, for
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